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The cyanotype process, also
known as the blue print
rocess was invented by Sir
Fohn Herschel in 1842 and is
still performed today by
many darkroom enthusiasts.
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CYANOTYPES: PROCESS

Cyanotype, also referred
to as "blueprinting", is the
oldest non-silver
photographic printing
process

The process involves
exposing materials which
have been treated with a
solution of potassium
ferricyanide and ferric
ammonium citrateto a UV
light source such as the
sun.
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Negative or positive
images can be obtained by
blocking UV light from
reaching the sensitized
material.

Ima%es can be produced
by placing objects or
transparencies upon
paper treated with this
solution and exposing to
sunlight for 10 to 20
minutes.

The paper will retain the
image of the objects after
it has been rinsed with
water.




CYANOTYPES: PROCESS

Once the paper dries, parts

that were exposed to the T LT TSR 7T
sun will turn a shade of \ ‘ \\i “\! k‘ 1\ i "/"" ’
Prussian Blue (ferric “ ' |

. . 4
ferrocyanide) while parts \ / A\ \J 8
that were covered by the N B E

object will remain white.

The result is lighter-colored
'shadows' wherever you
placed the masking objects.
The color is deeper where
the light from the sun was
able to reach.
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CYANOTYPES:

Cyanotype images
were also created
using objects on a
treated fabric surface.

The individual ir
were then asse
and made into k
now on displa

Butterfly court ﬁ.
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